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Feedback form

Review of New Zealand Scholarship Subject List 2013

Please provide feedback on the New Zealand Scholarship Subject List by 5 April 2012.

1. Please identify the subject(s) you consider should be included on or excluded from
the New Zealand Scholarship Subjects List from 2013.

Earth and Space Science - a new subject that aligns with Level 7 and 8 of the Planet
Earth and Beyond strand and the Nature of Science strand of the Science part of the
NZC.

2. With reference to the criteria for a subject to be included on the New Zealand
Scholarship Subject List please explain how the identified subject(s) meet/fails to
meet the criteria.

(View the criteria on the NZQA website: http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/qualifications-
standards/awards/scholarship/criteria-for-inclusion-of-a-subject/)

a. How does the identified subject(s) build on the New Zealand Curriculum (or
equivalent where a national curriculum does not exist) and meet the
governments goals about the future direction of the country? Or how do the
identified subject(s) no longer meet the above requirements?

The Earth and Space Science (ESS) Level 3 Achievement Standards align with Level 8 of the Planet Earth and Beyond and Nature of
Science strands of the Science learning area of the NZC.

An ESS scholarship could be assessed in both English and te reo Maori.

Government goals: The following is modified from the Gluckman report - Looking Ahead: Science Education for the Twenty-First Century"

The nature of science has changed in that instead of dealing with simple systems, science is now dealing with complex issues such as
interrelated physical and biological changes in the environment. EES standards will assess courses that will prepare students for entry into
Geology, Environmental Studies and Marine Science courses and Astronomy courses. These courses will also cover the two distinct
objectives of science education at secondary school —that of pre-professional education for careers and the need for all students to have a
clear understanding of the complex world of science that they will confront as citizens.

A scientifically literate population is essential for informed public debate on issues currently facing New Zealand such as the wise use of
energy, resources and care for the environment as a whole.



http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/qualifications-standards/awards/scholarship/criteria-for-inclusion-of-a-subject/
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/qualifications-standards/awards/scholarship/criteria-for-inclusion-of-a-subject/

b. Does the identified subject(s) have the maturity for inclusion on the New
Zealand Scholarship Subjects List? Please consider and provide evidence that
demonstrates that the identified subject does or does not meet the following
requirements:

i. significant numbers of candidates have shown the ability to perform with
Excellence at Level 3

ii. there are writers and markers available of sufficient calibre and experience
in this subject to produce quality assessment for students at the
appropriate level

iii. there is an appropriate tertiary path for Scholarship students in this
subject

iv. the subject has the capacity to permit students to exhibit the high-level
cognitive abilities for the credibility of the Scholarship examination

As this is a new subject being assessed at L2 NCEA in 2012 for the first time it is impossible to comment on the nhumbers
of candidates performing at Excellence at Level 3 in 2013. However, there are a good number of courses being taught this
year that will be assessed by some or all ESS L2 standards. In my school there are 50 students doing ESS L2 and | would
expect 5-10% of them to gain a good proportion of excellence credits.

There are experienced writers and markers who have assessed Science L# and scholarship who have also been involved
in the development of ESS and could assess ESS. There are enthusiastic young teachers who could be mentored.

ESS courses will prepare students for entry into Geology, Environmental Studies and Marine Science courses and
Astronomy courses.

Because ESS is based around understanding the interactions of all aspects of the Earth System and Astronomical cycles
high level abilities will be required to answer questions in a range of integrated contexts. It will be possible to use a wide
range of contexts over the years so that true scholarship ability is assessed without repetition of key skills.

c. lIsit practically viable for the identified subject(s) to be included on the New
Zealand Scholarship Subject List? Please consider the following aspects:
I. Is there sufficient candidate numbers to make the most efficient and
effective use of resources?
ii. Is the proposed mode of assessment logistically manageable?
ii. Is running the external assessment possible within the agreed cost
parameters?

Because this is a new subject candidate numbers cannot be predicted. However, well
attended PD around the country on ESS indicate that initially there would be as many
ESS candidates as there were when Science Scholarship was introduced and that the
numbers would grow from there.

The proposed mode could be an exam similar to the present Science one which is
manageable and could be run with a similar cost.

Thank you for completing this feedback.

Please return this form to:

Rebecca Keat

Policy Analyst

Qualifications Division

Email: Rebecca.keat@nzga.govt.nz
Phone: 04 463 3009
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